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African Americans continued to lead hard 
lives as share croppers. This newfound sense of 
isolation and hardship was the basis of the blues.

African
American musicians such as Robert Johnson 
sang the blues in roadhouses and juke joints.
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(Last word of line four rhymes with last word of 
line one)
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by African Americans. Rhythm and Blues used 
the twelve bar blues chord progression but had 
an electric sound. It was also fast, cheerful and 
easy to dance to which made it different from the 
slow, sad blues. Fats Domino and Chuck Berry 
made Rhythm and Blues records but they were 
listened to mainly by African Americans. These 
records did not receive wide air-play until Buddy 
Holly and the Crickets started to make inroads 
into white listening audiences.
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, or the
internet. This switch has caused radio stations
all over North America to change their format 
from current music aimed at young people 
to classic rock n’ roll aimed at their parents. 
Because there are more people aged 30 to 
50 (baby-boomers) who still listen to radio, 
radio stations are ignoring today’s youth 
(called generation X) and targeting today’s 
the huge baby-boomer audience. The latest, 
newest music has moved from the radio to the 
television or the internet.


